
  

TSA NEWSLETTER 
Nov-Dec 2025 : 

• President’s Report 
• 2026 TCMF TSA Showcases/ song rounds/ bands 
• TSA Salute Awards & Concert – The Pub, Jan 20 
• Wrap n Roll café TCMF sessions 
• Singing For Tips show Bluebird room TCEC, Jan 18th 
• TSA Awards Semi Finalists announced 
• Members News – Owen Smith, Sally Jane, Leigh 

Marks, Voll Sisters, Kevin Sullivan (& the Sulli-vans), 
Gabi Forman, Brenda Lee Kelly (Brisbane 
workshop), Destiny Band Oz  

• Capital Country Radio - TSA Showcase - Athol 
• Other News – TSA AGM  
• Sponsors – Many thanks 



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

*** “First the Song’’*** 

Welcome everyone! The year has sure flown, and there’s some interesting news in this Nov-Dec issue. 

Many thanks to Phill Doring for gathering the stories. It’s been a very hectic year for the Tamworth 

Songwriters committee who have been extra busy preparing for the upcoming 2026 Tamworth Country 

Music Festival; sure to be a bumper year for singer songwriters. If any members would like to be part 

of the TCMF parade on Sat 24th Jan, please join us and email tsasongwriters@gmail.com to put 

down your name. Note the change of venue at the Pub for the Salute awards & concert on Jan 20. 

Sponsors are always welcome, contact secretary Lorraine Pfitzner lorijoy@tpg.com.au 

 

Trish Ricketts of Kingaroy has been co-ordinating the showcases/rounds/bands at the Oasis Hotel, 

Post Office Hotel, Welders Dog while the Hissy Fits café on Peel Street will also be available for 

members to perform if you’re not already busking. It’s great to see other venues also offering spots for 

our members, also in the newsletter.  

 

Congratulations to all the TSA Song Comp 2025 semi-finalists, go to https://tsaonline.com.au/titles/ to 

check them out. Best wishes to all those who entered with the finalists to be released once judging is 

complete. Please note the change of venue for the TSA Salute Awards & concert – The Pub on Tuesday 

January 20, 7pm. A great line-up of entertainment! 

 

There’s also a new Songwriter’s Hub in the UNE building, Peel House, Level 2/24 Fitzroy St, 

Tamworth with a full day program starting with a songwriter’s workshop with Matt Scullion on Tuesday 

January 20. More details in the newsletter. 

 

BIG thanks to Tamworth Regional Council for the new signage next to the Songmaker plaques. Also to 

the TSA committee for their hard work and dedication this year – vice Chris Davies, secretary Lorraine 

Pfitzner, treasurer Athol Latham, committee Owen Smith, Carolyne Morris, Trish Ricketts, Phill Doring, 

Wendy Wood & Craig Lloyd, song comp convenor Judy Smith and the hard work behind the scenes by 

Duncan Hill and Sue Duchesne. The AGM notice will also be in the newsletter and on our website for 

details. If you wish to contribute by helping fellow songwriters on their journey, please join us. Wishing 

you and your families a safe and Merry Christmas and prosperous 2026. 

Yours in songwriting 

Patricia Cruzado 

 

Contact: 0448879894 

tsasongwriters@gmail.com 

mailto:tsasongwriters@gmail.com
mailto:lorijoy@tpg.com.au
https://tsaonline.com.au/titles/
mailto:tsasongwriters@gmail.com


2026 TSA PROGRAM 

 

 

 



 

 



2026 TSA PROGRAM (continued) 

 

For those who missed out, there is a reserved list. The program is subject to 

change so please check for any updates. Contact ricketts.patricia@gmail.com 

Thank you for the overwhelming response to perform at the 2026 TCMF and we 

hope you have a wonderful time performing and meeting other like-minded 

singer songwriters. Don’t forget to share your spots on social media to support 

your shows and watch others during the festival!! 

*********************************************** 

 

mailto:ricketts.patricia@gmail.com


 Many thanks to Regional Arts NSW & TSA for 

sponsoring the Singing for Tips show! 

 

Acknowledgment: Thank you to Cap News for doing a wonderful job on this ad in January’s issue! 

*********************************** 

Please support these TSA events, festival showcases, rounds & bands. 
Safe travels to all those hailing from long distances – WA, NT, SA, QLD, 

VIC & NSW. 

*********************************** 

TSA Award Semi Finalist announced at : https://tsaonline.com.au/titles/ 



TSA Members 
*** NEWS *** 

 Owen Smith: 
The Tamworth Songwriters Hub is a vibrant, one-day space for collaboration, 

community, and craft. Start your day in a masterclass with songwriting legend Matt 

Scullion, dive into collaborative co-writing, and cap off the afternoon with a special 

"Straight from the Heart" performance. 

Registration essential - https://owensmithguitar.com/tamworth-songwriters-hub 

8-12pm - Songwriting Masterclass - Kickstart your festival with a rare opportunity to 

learn from one of Australia's most respected storytellers, Golden Guitar winner Matt 

Scullion. This session begins with an intensive masterclass, followed by facilitated 

group co-writing sessions. $25 entry, limited spaces. 

12:30-2:30pm - Cowriting Session - Bring along your song ideas for cowriting sessions. 

Attendees will break off into small groups to work on new ideas, or to refine ideas from 

the previous sessions masterclass. Entry is free, but registration is essential. 

  

3-5pm - Songwriters Show - Straight From the Heart: Bringing TAM to Tamworth is an 

intimate round robin performance that celebrates women’s voices and stories in 

country music. Artists Tania Nichamin, Amber Kenny, and Mem Davis (T.A.M.) are 

bringing their signature music with heart in a special show that digs deeply into mature 

love, raw grief, and stories that “women of a certain age” know well. $10 entry. 

  

Tamworth Songwriters Hub is proudly supported by the University of New England, the 

Tamworth Songwriters Association, Brainsplode Artist Services, Arts North West, and 

Regional Arts NSW. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Owen Smith | Country, Rock, and a whole lot of soul         | M 0438 382 885 | E owen@owensmithguitar.com 
 
Owen Smith Guitar | W owensmithguitar.com | ABN 17 766 095 623 | @owensmithguitar (FB, IG, TikTok, Youtube) 

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fowensmithguitar.com%2Ftamworth-songwriters-hub&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd829f28cf6f4cf5057108de27f97897%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992149596922523%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LUT1fHyT6%2B7S057a%2BohOhG4rWFPMbMTssFSk8aiCTF8%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fowensmithguitar.com%2Ftamworth-songwriters-hub&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd829f28cf6f4cf5057108de27f97897%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992149596922523%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LUT1fHyT6%2B7S057a%2BohOhG4rWFPMbMTssFSk8aiCTF8%3D&reserved=0
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https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fowensmithguitar.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd829f28cf6f4cf5057108de27f97897%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992149596940939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CYpolWo3IzHlEbilhWfocWehlCRwakaE3CEIj4CLCLg%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2Fowensmithguitar&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd829f28cf6f4cf5057108de27f97897%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992149596957764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tl9Dk%2F5joAZVSk2BqT6CEpkuAsgnD%2Fo27ED%2BUrusb%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Fowensmithguitar&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd829f28cf6f4cf5057108de27f97897%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992149596973158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3YS9ySWVjHDjlRr61My2uYohAOI1Zm4gFtFGjrZZbM8%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftiktok.com%2F%40owensmithguitar&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd829f28cf6f4cf5057108de27f97897%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992149596987985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mh3CxR%2FVgXGqZVqaLbxkmOjRbhwU0gOHMr0VDgT2OvY%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2F%40owensmithguitar&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ccd829f28cf6f4cf5057108de27f97897%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638992149597002459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nx7fEPaZou3mv5aE8hIQQwWzCBgbN9BQkpb0Odk7yQg%3D&reserved=0


 Sally Jane: https://sallyjanemusic.com.au 

WA RISING COUNTRY ARTIST REFLECTS ON LIFE SO FAR WITH NEW SINGLE - 

“TWO FEET” 

 “Two Feet” is the heartfelt new single from WA country artist, Sally Jane. 

Produced by Mark Donohoe, is a song close to Sally Jane’s heart—and a clear 

favourite of her parents, thanks to its opening line, “I should have listened to 

mum and dad”. “I’ve been sitting on this song for a few years waiting for the 

right time to record it and hearing the song come to life is a feeling you can 

never describe,” she said.  

“My producer Mark is so passionate about my songs and he brings the best 

quality people to record with and get the incredible sound you hear today,” she 

said. 

 Written as a reflection of lessons learned so far, “Two Feet” captures the 

advice, values, and truths that have shaped Sally Jane’s journey into her mid-

20s. With its relatable message about growing up, finding independence, and 

leaning on the support of family and friends, it speaks to the universal 

balancing act between standing strong on your own and remembering the 

wisdom that guides you along the way. The track features Mark Donohoe on 

bass, Rusty Crook on guitars, Kingsley Oldmeadow on drums and bv’s, and 

Ian Simpson on banjo and dobro.  

“As someone who grew up listening to Slim Dusty and touring just as much as 

he did, to have Ian Simpson a previous band member of Slim’s record on this 

track is a dream come true,” she said. “Hearing him in the studio immediately 

picking up the song with no rehearsal was incredible to listen to and watch. I 

feel very lucky to have a small and amazing professional team that have put 

their best foot forward with this song.”  

NB. Good luck on your travels Sally Jane, winning plenty of fans and sponsors across 

the country! 



 Leigh Marks : https://leighmarks.com/ 

Returning from an all-conquering 30 date European Spring Tour to make his debut at 

the upcoming 2026 Tamworth Country Music Festival, singer songwriter Leigh Marks 

has really been hitting the ground running this year. Following up on his latest album 

Mavis Said, his blend of indie folk, blues and roots has really struck a chord with 

audiences across the globe. 

Supporting Nathan Cavaleri in Australia is all the proof you need that his reputation as a 

talented musician who can mine the depths of human emotions is more than established. 

Influenced by Amos Lee, Ben Harper and Chris Stapleton, he has also shared the stage 

with Everlast, Billy Idol, Ten Years After and the late Taylor Hawkins – Not too shabby 

for a guy from the Blue Mountains. 

Whilst his success is embedded in the European music scene and a growing legion of 

Japanese fans, it is the broad expanse of Australia and its raw beauty that continually 

draws him home. As such, 2026 is the year where the two stages of overseas 

appearances and local performances collide. Always looking for new experiences, he is 

making his debut Tamworth and embarking on a 12-date tour of Japan as well as 

relentlessly gigging down under. Nothing stands still for Leigh Marks. You can catch him 

at the Oasis Hotel on Tuesday January 20th, 3pm, and the gig guide for other shows. 

 



 

The Voll Sisters:  

Charlotte, Gabrielle, Isabelle Voll. 

The Voll Sisters are a vibrant trio of young talents from the Darling Downs in 

Queensland. Charlotte, Gabrielle, and Isabelle each have a strong individual 

voice that, when combined, create a dynamic blend with solid harmonies for a 

group so young. Their engaging yet easy-listening repertoire is influenced by 

folk, rock, and country, incorporating rich harmonies, heartfelt storytelling, and 

an authentic style. In 2025, The Voll Sisters were named as finalists in the 

TCMF 'Toyota “Best of the Buskers” Top 10 Final', a recognition that highlights 

their growing reputation and captivating live performances. Fans can catch the 

girls performing at The Oasis, Purseglove's Clothing, Tamworth Square, 

Riverside Campgrounds Stage, Bendemeer Hotel, Tamworth Powerstation 

Museum, as well as making a guest appearance at Duncan Toombs’ 'Roller 

Coaster Tour' at the Capitol Theatre in January 2026. The Voll Sisters are a 

delight to listen to and share a genuine sibling love of performing that leaves 

listeners with a smile on their face and a song in their hearts. 

2025 TCMF Best of the Buskers Top 10 Finalist (The Voll Sisters) 

2024 TCMF Golden Gig Junior Winner (Isabelle) 

2024 Country Stars Grand Finalist (Charlotte) 

2024 CMAA Junior Academy Graduate (Gabrielle) 

2023 CMAA Junior Academy Graduate (Charlotte) 

2023 TCMF Golden Gig Senior 3rd place (The Voll Sisters) 

 



 

Kevin Sullivan & The Sulli-Vans: 

It’s been a whirlwind journey for award winning singer songwriter Kevin Sullivan 

who has changed careers from fighting crime to singing all around Australia with his 

children in tow. Kevin hails from Dharawal country in regional NSW and is a 

renowned entertainer and storyteller.  Since COVID he has performed over 450 

shows around Australia, clocking up over 200,000 km.  Supported by his talented 

family, The Sulli-Vans, they include three children - KJ (15) Cha Cha (13) and Jet 

(10).  

The family has entertained audiences far and wide, appearing on The Voice 

Generations, interviewed several times on Channel 7's The Morning Show and 

Channel 10, Studio 10 program, and guest performance at the TSA Salute awards. 

Kevin has been performing for a few decades including iconic festivals, including 

Gympie Music Muster, Birdsville Races and travelled overseas, performing at the 

Legends Bar, Nashville Tennessee, USA.  

In April last year they headlined The Man From Snowy River Bush Festival performing 

in front of 5000 people at the re-enactment. 

Not longer after his latest album, THREEWAYS was released on June 28, last year 

it hit Number 1 on the ARIA charts two weeks in a row. It also made the top 10 ARIA 

Country Albums sold and was nominated for an ARIA award for Country Album. 

This year the Sullivans also won ICMA for Best Band. Other prestigious awards 

include his co-written duet "High Country Snows" with Bill Chambers. 

In July 2024 following the release of his second album THREEWAYS, Kevin and 

The Sulli-Vans headed to the Northern Territory for a musical residency at Tennant 

Creek. A representative from the Northern Territory Department of Industry Tourism 

and Trade came to several of Kevin's shows and remarked that Kevin would be 



perfect to collaborate with a local indigenous artist and Singer Songwriter Stuart 

Joel Nuggett.   

In October last year, Kevin and Stuart connected when they were booked along 

with The Sulli-Vans to tour the NT. They all performed together at the Barkly Region 

Futures Forum at the Telegraph Station near Tennant Creek.  Whilst on tour, they 

also performed several shows for free, and then travelled to a remote indigenous 

school at Ali Curung, performing for the school children and the Ali Curung 

Community. “It was an amazing experience, and we felt honoured to be there,” he 

said. 

At this year’s TCMF they performed several shows together, followed by a 

Tasmanian tour in February.  During this tour, they recorded three songs with ARIA 

and Golden Guitar Award winning producer, Matt Fell.   "I'm Barred Again" co-

written with Stuart Joel Nuggett and Kevin's youngest son KJ Sullivan was recently 

released on November 7, 2025, and is currently sitting at Number 2 on the Campfire 

Australian Country Charts.  

Kevin is also an Ambassador for Sunland Off Road Caravans, as they tour and 

perform around Australia with their three young children, The Sulli-Vans. Sunland 

built Kevin a purpose-built Sunland Sulli-Van. Kevin Sullivan also has a strong 

media presence, he is a co- host on the ABC Wollongong, a Keynote speaker and 

currently writing an autobiography and launching his third studio recorded album 

'Give Me A Story'. His much anticipated cowritten autobiography is also due for 

release soon. 

Kevin stated he was very grateful to the Tamworth Songwriters for providing 

opportunities to perform at the showcases and Salute Awards night during the 

festival. “I don’t forget those who helped me on our journey,” he said. “We’re very 

grateful to the TSA for giving us a platform to perform.”  

We also wish him and his amazing family all the best with their upcoming shows! 

Be sure to catch Kevin and the Sulli-vans playing throughout the 2026 TCMF. 

Mon Jan 12, 6pm – Big 4 Paradise Tamworth 

Friday Jan 16, 12-3pm – West Diggers – Scores Lounge 

Sat Jan 17, 11.15pm – Tamworth Shopping World 

Sat Jan 17, 12.30pm – Cha Cha Sullivan gig, Tamworth Square 

Thurs Jan 22, 12-3pm – West Diggers – Scores Lounge 

Fri Jan 23rd, 10am-12pm – ICMA Awards and Showcase, South Tamworth Bowls Club 

Sat Jan 24th, Jet Sullivan’s (10yo), first ever Tamworth gig, Tamworth Square. 



  GABI FORMAN: 

She’s fresh faced, third generation musician and going places. Award winning 19-

year-old Snowy Mountains singer Gabi Forman has just released her new original 

bluegrass/folk/ballad, Kiandra. Recorded and mastered by Roger Corbett, it can be 

found on 500 streaming platforms. Way to go, Gabi! It was launched live with her 

band The Wayward Pilgrims at the recent Bundanoon Folk Festival, where she 

also received the NSW Folk Federation Young Artist of the Year award (under 25).   

The talented singer / singer writer /multi-instrumentalist is quickly making her mark 

in the industry with Kiandra being her fifth single. She’s a semi-finalist (I Feel You) 

in the Tamworth Songwriters Association Best New Songwriter 2025 Award, and 

semi-finalist (The Girl) in Listen Up Music’s The Songwriting Prize 2025.  

Last year Gabi took out 2nd place in the Australian National Busking 

Championships, a graduate of the CMAA Academy Country Music Junior Program 

2024, and a scholarship holder for the CMAA Senior Academy of Country Music 

Instrumental 2026 program. She’s played all around the country - Tamworth, 

Gympie, Yass, Bundanoon, Numeralla, Dorrigo, Cobargo, Kiama, Canberra and 

Illawarra festivals, so far. Back to Tamworth in January!  

“I wrote Kiandra about our broken down long forgotten gold mining town here in the 

Snowy Mountains, Kiandra,” she said. “It is better known as the place snow skiing 

began than as the densest gold in any NSW gold field. It is a fun song with a sad 

lament taking you right into the soul of Kiandra.” Gabi wrote the lyrics and melody, 

sings and plays mandolin on the recording while producer Roger Corbett, plays 

banjo and guitar. “It was a dream come true,” she said. 

You can support Gabi by checking out her socials, watch her at a gig (Oasis Jan 

22nd and Jan 24th, 1.30pm) and she’s available for interviews, ph: 0425675555. 

https://linktr.ee/gabiforman?fbclid=IwdGRjcAOcgW9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBm

FwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe-EXn6yqwe7QaiW4YNjS7f-

DzMqyW9mYa1yM7mszFvNmlzTsqBcPQinJZpDY_aem_WTW__G79Q_SjI20IHa

J8kA 

https://linktr.ee/gabiforman?fbclid=IwdGRjcAOcgW9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe-EXn6yqwe7QaiW4YNjS7f-DzMqyW9mYa1yM7mszFvNmlzTsqBcPQinJZpDY_aem_WTW__G79Q_SjI20IHaJ8kA
https://linktr.ee/gabiforman?fbclid=IwdGRjcAOcgW9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe-EXn6yqwe7QaiW4YNjS7f-DzMqyW9mYa1yM7mszFvNmlzTsqBcPQinJZpDY_aem_WTW__G79Q_SjI20IHaJ8kA
https://linktr.ee/gabiforman?fbclid=IwdGRjcAOcgW9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe-EXn6yqwe7QaiW4YNjS7f-DzMqyW9mYa1yM7mszFvNmlzTsqBcPQinJZpDY_aem_WTW__G79Q_SjI20IHaJ8kA
https://linktr.ee/gabiforman?fbclid=IwdGRjcAOcgW9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe-EXn6yqwe7QaiW4YNjS7f-DzMqyW9mYa1yM7mszFvNmlzTsqBcPQinJZpDY_aem_WTW__G79Q_SjI20IHaJ8kA


    BRENDA LEE KELLY: 

On Saturday, 29th November, I facilitated a three-hour songwriting workshop on behalf of the 

TSA at Ithaca Hall, Red Hill, Brisbane. It was the 3rd Brisbane songwriting workshop and the 

session brought together a wonderful mix of emerging and experienced songwriters eager to 

learn, connect, and share their creative journeys. 

The session began with introductions and aims of the workshop. Participants had the opportunity 

to discuss what brought them to the session and reflect on their personal songwriting goals. This 

created a supportive and collaborative atmosphere that carried through the entire event. 

I led the group through some creative activities focused on expanding lyric writing, developing 

stronger storytelling skills, and exploring new approaches to melody and song ideas. Throughout 

the session, participants connected with one another, shared insights, and found fresh inspiration 

for their songwriting practice. 

Following the workshop, attendees and community members gathered for an open mic session 

at the Tiger Eye Bar, Petrie Terrace which was a great way to promote the TSA to the local 

community. Songwriters shared their songs, creating a welcoming and encouraging space for all 

to express their stories through music. A rich blend of voices and styles highlighted the depth and 

diversity of songwriting talent within Brisbane’s wider community from Logan to Lowood to 

Moreton Bay. 

I would like to thank everyone who participated and supported the event and those who have 

recently joined the TSA as new members from attending the workshop. I hope that we can 

continue to nurture creativity and collaboration within Queensland’s songwriting community. Hope 

to see you all soon.  

Best wishes  

Brenda Lee Kelly 

Editor’s Note: There was a wonderful and supportive camaraderie among those who attended 

the 3rd workshop and open mic. You can catch Brenda and her band (Waiting for Brenda) playing 

at the Oasis Hotel on Wednesday 21st January, 12-1.30pm with special guest The Wattmores of 

Brisbane. 



  

Hello!  Hope you’re well! 

SO... since relocating interstate last year, we’ve been busy with our new farm, our new gorgeous 

baby granddaughter and with the rest of our family in South Australia! Consequently, we've 

been quiet on the music front!  However, we haven’t dropped off the face of the Earth 

entirely!  Amongst a few local gigs and a music festival in New South 

Wales recently, we also won an award in September for our original song called ‘In My Life’ at 

the Fair Play Country Music Red Carpet Awards in the Netherlands, Europe! AND we 

have also just found out that we are finalists with 8 original songs in 8 different categories in the 

Top 30 of the Australian Songwriters Association 2025 Awards which will be held in Sydney on 

December 4 where the Top 10 placegetters and winners of each category will be announced! So 

we are really excited to fly up there to attend that gala event and catch up with everyone!  

We do plan to release more of our music in the future but as Christmas is fast approaching, 

please find attached, two Christmas songs we recorded on our 'Special Songs' EP which you 

might like to play to spread some Christmas cheer! (Gmail/Google Drive links). 

*‘Christmas Time’ (ISRC AUDVL1700017) Music and lyrics composed by Thomas Libreri as well 

as playing all lead and bass guitar. Drums by Darryn Farrugia and keyboards by Chris Gale (the 

producer). Sung by and lyrics in collaboration with Tessa Libreri.  

 ‘O Holy Night’ - (ISRC1700030) Sung by Tessa Libreri, arrangement by Tessa and Thomas 

Libreri, lead and bass guitar by Thomas Libreri, keyboards- Chris Gale, Drums - Darryn Farrugia. 

Our ‘Special Songs’ EP is available as a CD direct from us or as a digital download from 

Spotify/Youtube and all digital platforms - (just search Destiny Band Oz). 

SO! Ho ho ho and a merry Christmas from our family to yours!  Thank you for supporting Destiny 

Band Oz and many blessings for a safe and wonderful 2026! 

(And please do remember the reason for the season)   

Thomas and Tessa Libreri 

NB. Check out their latest release All Alone currently rising on several Aussie radio charts! 



 

Capital Country Radio Australia  
TSA SHOWCASE with Athol Latham 

Tuesdays at 9pm      Thursdays at 11am      Saturdays at 6am 

Australian Eastern Standard Time     Summer time with daylight saving 

https://www.capitalcountryradio.com/  

Submit your new releases to Athol by simply attaching an mp3 copy 

of the your song in an email to 1953awl@gmail.com  

Athol plays new releases and sometimes unique music of members 
from the Tamworth Songwriters' Association (TSA) – hear the songs 
sung by the songwriters. Songs from semi finalists and finalists will 
soon be played on the program! 

 

************************************ 

 

NOTE: TSA MEMBERSHIPS: If you are paying for your TSA membership 

online and your name is different from your artist/professional name, or you 

are paying on behalf of someone else, please email Athol or call him 

0267613428, to avoid confusion. This applies mainly to Paypal payments 

as a note can’t be added.  Any issues contact Athol! 

  

 
 

https://www.capitalcountryradio.com/


*** OTHER NEWS *** 

 
 

TAMWORTH SONGWRITERS' ASSOCIATION INC. 
 

PO Box 618, TAMWORTH  NSW  2340 
 

President : Patricia Cruzada m 0448879894 
 

Secretary – Lorraine Pfitzner 
PO Box 618, Tamworth. NSW 2340 

Email lorijoy@tpg.com.au 
 

 

Dear members, 
 

Our Annual 2026 AGM will be held in the St Andrew Room at the Uniting Church Hall, Marius Street, Tamworth  

 
Nominations for Office-Bearers and Committee members are to be submitted to the Secretary, Lorraine 
Pfitzner at PO Box 618, or email lorijoy@tpg.com.au Tamworth NSW  2340 on the enclosed Nomination 
Form by Friday 19th  December 2025 
 

Positions to be filled are: 
 

PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER, & COMMITTEE MEMBERS. A person can 
hold more than one position. 
 

Should there be more than one nomination for any position, a vote will be taken at the Annual General Meeting 
to determine who will hold that position. 
 

When accepting a nomination for a position, please consider whether you will be able to attend meetings to 
assist in decision making and to keep up to date with what’s happening, and to take an active part in assisting 
with the time-consuming tasks.  Committee members are reimbursed for their petrol costs and paid a nominal 
fee to assist with accommodation.  We usually only have three or four meetings a year, and we try to schedule 
these meetings at a time suitable to most people interested in attending.  Please contact Lorraine or Duncan if 
you require further information. 
 

As soon as possible after 20th December, we’ll be sending out a list of persons nominated for positions, together 
with a Proxy Form (if required), and the Agenda for the AGM.  If you wish, you can use this Proxy Form to appoint 
another TSA member to vote on your behalf at the AGM.  You must return these Proxy Forms to the Secretary 
no later than 24 hours before the AGM.  If you would like any item of business placed on the Agenda for 
the AGM, please forward to the Secretary in writing by Tuesday 23nd December 2025.  We will need to 
have all information by this date to allow sufficient time to send out the agenda and proxy forms (if required). 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Lorraine Pfitzner 

Secretary 
December 2nd, 2025 

 



TAMWORTH SONGWRITERS' ASSOCIATION INC. 

 

 
NOMINATION FORM 

 

OFFICE-BEARERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

I.....................................................................................................................….. 
   (full name of member making nomination) 

 

 

of........................................................................................................................ 
(address) 

 

 

wish to nominate................................................................................................ 
                 (full name of member being nominated) 

 

 

of........................................................................................................................ 
(address) 

 
 

for the position of................................................................................................ 
                       (president, secretary, committee member etc.) 

 

 

signature of member making nomination........................................................... 
 

 

date.................................................... 
 

 

signature of member seconding nomination...............................................…… 
 

 

date.................................................... 
 

 

signature of member accepting nomination.................................................…... 
 

 

date.................................................... 
 



           BIG THANKS 

to all our judges, volunteers and our Sponsors : 

 

Busy Izzy Music Studio,   

Chris Davies, Hissy Fits Café,   

Athol Latham, Britton Morrison,   

New England Engraving,   

Pacific International Music,   

PC Entertainment, Song Central  

                Turramurra Music 

 

     On behalf of the TSA Committee,  

      we thank you for supporting the 

               2025 TSA Song Comp. 

  
  

  

 


