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President’s Report

What an amazing collective of talented songwriters who graced the
stages during the recent 2025 Hats Off festival (socials below). There
were 26 artists, three main venues — The Oasis, Post Office Hotel and
The Pub with fans.

Other highlights included the song rounds which are here to stay, the
quirky ‘Upper Class Bogan’ release by Owen Smith and the
impressive bands - The Water Runners and Scott Rathman Band who
travelled from far and wide to perform. A HUGE thank you to those
who helped make this happen including Trish Ricketts, Duncan Hill,
and Cheryl Brown & staff who assisted with promotion.

The annual Song Comp kicked off on August 1 so check out the TSA
website and Song Central for entering. The awards night venue has
changed to The Pub on Tuesday January 20, 7pm. Tickets on sale
now at the PUB, $20 adults, $12 child U12. Among the artists includes
Brendan Warmsley, Paul Ricketts, Ruby Shay, Alice Benfer, Lucy
Beveridge and others to be confirmed.

The 10th SongsAlive/TSA Blue Mountains Songwriters workshop on
August 23-24 is still open for participants. Good luck to all those
attending as it’s sure to be a wonderful experience. Brenda Lee Kelly
of Brisbane is planning a 3™ Songwriters workshop & performance in
late November, also in the newsletter. Stay tuned!

Yours in songwriting

Patricia Cruzado
TSA President



2025 Hats Off Festival
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Above: Lucy Beveridge, Gabi Forman, Ruby Holden, Ruby Shay & Shaun
Wilson.

Below: Kylie Collier-Adams, Alice Benfer, Ruby Holden and Gabi Forman.






// \“‘,‘\\
N

Sandy Louise and Kylie Collier-Adams. Below: WOW! Scott Rathman Band of
Brisbane and SA. Matt O’Leary on drums (Tamworth)
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The Water Runners (Kiama) return to Tamworth winning fans at the Oasis.



Blue
Mountains
Songwriting
Workshop

August 23-24, 2025

LAST CALL to book your space at this fantastic Songwriting
weekend retreat.

Songsalive! Australia and the Tamworth Songwriters Assoc. present:

Songwriting Workshop in the Mountains August 2025

What: An opportunity to develop your songwriting craft in a friendly and hands-on setting. Whether
you’re a beginner, or someone already established, this workshop offers all writers the chance to
learn from award winning mentors, network with peers, perform and experience the process of co-
writing. With: Allan Caswell | Matt Scullion | Abbey Lane

When: Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th August

Where: HOTEL BLUE 88 Lurline St, Katoomba NSW 2780

Cost: Seminar and Workshop - $250 per person

To book your space at this music filled educational workshop retreat for ALL AGES-Contact:
Roxanne Kiely 0411 465 332 RoxanneKiely@songsaliveaustralia.org.au

or Duncan Hill 0409 718 391 tamsongwriters@gmail.com

For information about our talented award winning mentors:

CLICK HERE: https://songsaliveaustralia.org.au/

PROGRAM

Saturday 23rd August

12.00 pm - APRA AMCOS session with Nikki Tuckwell (National Education & Outreach Rep)
interviewed by Stephen Kiely

1.30 pm - Critique and Mentoring sessions with Allan and Matt
3.00 pm - Interview followed by seminar with Matt Scullion
4.15 pm - Interview followed by seminar with Allan Caswell

5.30 pm - Dinner (next door at the Katoomba RSL) //
7.30 pm - Songwriter performances at Hotel Blue

Coffee / Tea and biscuits available all day at the hotel

Sunday 24th August /((f’

7.00 am - Continental Breakfast (included — if staying at Hotel Blue

8.45 am - Guest Artist - Abbey Lane interviewed by Stephen Kiely

10.00 am - Co-writing sessions begin with Allan, Matt and Abbey APRA
11.30 am - Lunch (next door at the Katoomba RSL) AMCOS
1.00 pm - Co-writing sessions continue.

3.30 pm - Performances of songs co-written over the weekend.

Looking forward to seeing you there.

"Songwriting is a powerful outlet for the mind and body—it nurtures creativity, helps to relieve
stress, and transforms emotions into melodies that heal and inspire.”

SUPPORTED BY


https://www.facebook.com/matthewanthonyscullion?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVN5ibGvyj_YpUAjVTvDbUILt8Ch5shsC1Fq7T7N1-nUdVV90M8-K0WTw1LQsdJJYNURkCF0kt4OvSfq73d8YL3HiZ7JZEAZU-IKNsAZ3EEoEqyyNT0pz7cGDW-asPwnbaaqUvk6Z6gYnCRzO7F3AIH7xY4ee3QWvisKzA_Kz7a6pzYwOTxp37GszaGTy9QHb8&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/AbbeyLaneMusic1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVN5ibGvyj_YpUAjVTvDbUILt8Ch5shsC1Fq7T7N1-nUdVV90M8-K0WTw1LQsdJJYNURkCF0kt4OvSfq73d8YL3HiZ7JZEAZU-IKNsAZ3EEoEqyyNT0pz7cGDW-asPwnbaaqUvk6Z6gYnCRzO7F3AIH7xY4ee3QWvisKzA_Kz7a6pzYwOTxp37GszaGTy9QHb8&__tn__=-%5dK-R
mailto:RoxanneKiely@songsaliveaustralia.org.au
mailto:tamsongwriters@gmail.com
https://songsaliveaustralia.org.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcGdaR2RacVI2TWhseVo2dwEeU30mhbxuscbnSH9l2qX7vXougWIbTzwF-A1-WdXUC28g3e2MnIiXcr10m4o_aem_lE2CrSofPB34yP3-jllydw
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Creative duo Stephen Kiely and partner Roxanne Kiely of Sydney have
recently returned from a whirlwind trip to Poland, Ireland, UK and
Austria. Stephen was invited to perform at the ‘Beats of Cochlea’ music
festival in Poland spending five days there before exploring Europe,
soaking up the sights, “panoramic views and idyllic countryside”.

What an exciting adventure!

“Stephen wishes to say a BIG thank you to the ‘Beats of Cochlea’ for
all their wonderful support,” Roxanne said of the memorable trip.



Musician’s triumph at

international festiva

Musician Stephen Kiely, a Cherrybrook resident,
represented Australia at the '‘Beats of Cochlea’
music festival in Poland last week. A milestone
achievement, given that he lost his hearing
three years ago and has since received a
MED-EL Cochlear Implant

Through Next Sense, a not-for-profit which
supports the deaf/hard at hearing or blind/low
vision, Stephen was connected with his surgeon
and later got his implant. MED-EL sponsored
Stephen's trip to Poland.

He attended the 11th edition of Beats of
Cachlea, a festival which showeases the musical,
instrumental and vocal accomplishments of people
who are deaf or hard at hearing and use implants.

‘I was excited to be chosen as the first
MED-EL cochlear recipient from Australia
was elated, given the talent I'd seen on videos
of past festivals. It also felt quite special and a
little intimidating, but with rehearsals, | started
feeling more at ease,” said Stephen,

BY SASWATI
MUKHERJEE

"It was inspiring to see performers, some
as young as nine, wearing bi-lateral cochlear
implants, playing, and performing as though
they had natural hearing,” said Stephen.

A talented musician, Stephen has in his
career written and produced film soundtracks,
advertising jingles and songs covering diverse
genres and also participated in national and
international stage shows over the years.

It was in April 2022, when Stephen heard
what sounded like a low double-bell specifically
in his left ear and then, no sound at all. There
was no improvement for weeks even with
repeated visits to hospitals and specialist care.
Stephen said it upended his workflow and
ability to finalise projects in the short term. His
balance was also affected, and he could barely
walk a straight line without turning left.

That left Stephen quite unsettled and he
doubted whether a career in music would be
feasible for him anymore. “Sound engineers and
producers obviously need a 'good set of ears’, so
I retrained my brain to switch my natural hearing
side,” said Stephen who struggled for months to

detect pitch differences between keyboard notes.

I'he cochlear implant followed while music
kept him going in the meantime. The implant is
a device that stimulates the cochlea or auditory
nerve, lo provide access Lo high-guality, more
detailed sound. Unlike hearing aids which
amplify sound, cochlear implants provide direct
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Stephen Kiely

access to the cochlea and bypass the damaged
parts of the inner ear.

The musician’s future plans
Stephen and his partner-in-thyme Roxanne
Kiely have been working on Busy lzzy and
Friends project, a multi-media children’s
edutainment project, for ten years now. Winners
of the Australian Songwriters Association song
competition for five years for their songs in the
past, they currently have over 50 music videos on
YouTube channel. The duo now intend to write
more fun-filled songs for the project, then record,
engineer and produce them in the days to come
And for all the aspiring musicians faced
with challenges, Stephen has a word of advice
simply roll with the punches’,

information check out their websites www.busyizzy.com www.songsaliveaustralia.org.au

For more


https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.busyizzy.com%2F&data=05|02||aa3b52845960402975d608ddd941d766|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|638905599007797708|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=GZUH4I2b4v8T6QIeJvuJvuWLW7knySGsk60KVNpya0U%3D&reserved=0
http://www.songsaliveaustralia.org.au/
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Charley astle jumped up with us at The Oasié Tamworth as part of Hats Off To Country 2025

Country-folk fans were treated to some amazing music by renowned
folk band ‘The Water Runners’ who performed at the Oasis Hotel over
two nights. Hailing from the south coast towns of Kiama and
Gerringong (Dharawal Country), the four piece band were thrilled to
play at this year’s Hats Off to Country.

They have played during the January festival before but this was their
first Hats Off and won a few more fans with their lively music, polished
performances and on-stage banter.

With their own blend of bluegrass-infused brand with influences from
country, roots and traditional folk styles, this unique Australian folk
band performs heartfelt songs which resonate deeply with their
audiences. They have definitely made a mark playing at folk and music
festivals along the seaboard of Australia for the past decade.

Introducing the band - John Littrich (guitar, vocals, harmonica) and Neil
McCann (banjo, mandolin, backing vocals) have been creating music
together for over 25 years. Along with their good friend Paul McGee,
they’ve picked up several top awards from the Australian Songwriters
Association and Tamworth Songwriters Association.



In 2017, talented violinist and vocalist Danita Harris joined the lads and
has an impressive background playing with the folk roots band
Strung6teen and the Garth Brooks Tribute Show!

In mid-July 2019, Gerringong’s very own double bass legend and dairy
mechanic, James Turk, stepped in to complete the band.

In 2020, they won Best Band and took home second place in the Open
Category at the Australian National Busking Championships. The
following year they performed at the Sounds Australia and Folk
Alliance Folk Unlocked Iso-laid Festival; broadcast to audiences
around the world.

To top it off, they received a nomination for The People's Choice Award
from the Australian Folk Alliance.This led to unforgettable
performances at the National Folk Festival in Canberra over Easter
2022. They were particularly excited when UNICEF selected their song
"Turn Down The Heat" to promote the State of the World Children’s
Report.

During Hats Off, Neil McCann, John Littrich and Danita Harris joined 12
songwriters for a Masterclass workshop on Sunday July 13, impressing
all those who attended.Go to https://thewaterrunners.com/shows to
support this impressive band.



https://thewaterrunners.com/shows

Shelley Minson
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Popular artist Shelley Minson and her multi award
winning guitar playing husband Lawrie are from
Tamworth NSW and they play a fun mix of 50s rock n
roll and rockabilly.

Shelley released her debut album ROCKABILITY in March
2017 at the world’s largest Rockabilly festival — Viva Las
Vegas Rockabilly Weekend in Las Vegas. The album has
received widespread airplay with a number of singles
reaching top 10 on the Australian Country charts.

Some of her many festival performances include, Viva
Las Vegas (2015, 2017) Cooly Rocks On (2017, 2018



2019), Parkes Elvis Festival (2019, 2020), Shepparton
Shakeout, Ballarat Beat and the Kurri Kurri Nostalgia
Festival.

Shelley has a love for the 50s era and has been dressing
in a vintage inspired style for a number of years. She has
been featured in many retro magazines including Pin Up
America, Retro Lovely, Retro Vintage Review Magazine
and Pin Up Skool. Her love of pin up has lead her to
judging the Pin Up Australia competition, Best Vintage
style dressed competitions at the Kurri Kurri Nostalgia
Festival and Melbourne Love Vintage.

Shelley’s latest alboum Everybody’s Baby has 11 original
songs and a cracking version of the old classic
Rockabilly Rebel.

Visit her website - www.shelleyminson.com and follow
her on socials to support her music.

You can also catch them playing a gig around town, at a
festival or hosting the Songwriters nights at The Press
Tamworth on the first Friday of the month, where you’ll
find a strong camaraderie among fellow songwriters.

The next one is on Friday September 5, 7pm. Bring your
songs and enjoy the eclectic atmosphere of original
music!


http://www.shelleyminson.com/

Sandy Louise

~ dandy Louise
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When Michele Hetherington from the Gringai Worimi
Nation first shared her published poem 'Always Was,
Always Will Be' written for 2020 NAIDOC week, friend
and songwriter Sandy Louise knew they needed to
write a song together. On the spot Sandy sang



Michele her poem and they set a plan in place to write
a song together for the 2025 NAIDOC theme.

Following the announced theme in January, They
caught up on January 26th with a brain storm of
words, feelings Michele's shared cultural knowledge
and personal experience and Sandy's experience of
reconciliation. Together across the afternoon ‘A New
Era' was born and with the support of Michele's
partner and fellow musician Phil Higginson a demo
was recorded and we knew we had created something
special.

It’s an anthem to recognise and celebrate 50 years of
National NAIDOC week and plans for recording were
quickly in progress. Yr 10 student from Hunter River
High School and Talon McClennan from the Gomeroi
nation joined us at the studio to record Didgeridoo
with his mother Claire adding the tapping sticks.
Recorded/Produced by Mitta Norath and Tommirock
Studio in Newcastle, mastered by Joshua Bartel.

By Phill JD (Doring)

Editor’'s note — All the best Sandy Louise with your
original songs advocating for a worthy cause. Your
gracious attitude off stage also impressed the TSA!



Amber T

Amber Kenny’s debut album ‘Beautiful Scars’ is a
collection of intimate songs that share the stories of
Amber’s own scars, which lie on the inside and out. Full
of authenticity and raw emotion each song is
interwoven with the next. Balanced through her own
lens of life, ‘Beautiful Scars’ is how Amber makes sense
of the world, the people in it and the situations that have
forever changed her.



‘Beautiful Scars’ was recorded over 9 days of magical
moments on a rural farm in the Southern Highlands. A
stunning landscape in which they could hide away from
all outside distractions and immerse themselves into
the creativity of making music with deep roots in soul,
folk and alt-country.

Produced by Syd Green, Ben Fink and Amber, the
album features an impressive line up including
collaborator/co-writer Lyn Bowtell and renowned fiddle
player, Clare O’Meara, Lloyd Swanton, Jo Caseley, Bek
Jensen and Ben Malone.

‘It’s really our album to celebrate with each song just
as much theirs as it is mine. They all gave so much of
themselves and | thank them for being so generous and
brilliant” says Amber Kenny. “Each song is like a dance
between light and dark. The light of beautiful sun
flowers and feeling the sun on their backs versus the
darker depths of the acceptance of scars you hold and
wear.”

Hailing from a place of both necessity and joy, all the
sounds heard throughout this record have been written
and played from a rich storytelling heart, allowing the
songs to speak for themselves.

Check out Amber on socials and website to support
her: https://amberkennymusic.com.au


https://amberkennymusic.com.au/

Owen Smith Matt Scullion
‘Up‘eer Class Bogan

Tamworth smger-songwrlter Owen Smith is set to tuf'h héads and
spark a few laughs with the release of his new single Upper Class
Bogan, out July 11. The track was co-written with Golden Guitar

winner Matt Scullion during the 2024 CMAA Academy of Country
Music, and captures Owen'’s sharp wit and down-to-earth take on
Aussie culture.

“l was driving through Sydney and saw a Porsche four-wheel
drive. | thought, ‘Who goes out and thinks they want a sports car
that can fit 12 kids and six dogs in it?’” Owen said. “That’s where
the idea of Upper Class Bogan came from — people who have
made it big and yet choose to live their best bogan lives. They're
driving a fancy Porsche or Mustang while having fun trashing the
neighborhood.”

When the song idea came up in a co-writing session at
Academy, Matt didn’t hesitate. “l went through my list of ideas,



and we landed on that title. Matt told me he liked it so much that
if |l wasn’t singing it, he would.” The pair wrote a tongue-in-cheek,
hook-laden country track that quickly found its feet. Owen said it
was during the first live performance within the Academy that he
knew the song had something special. “l couldn’t keep a straight
face. | looked over and saw Academy Director Lyn Bowtell
laughing her head off — that’s when the penny dropped. Seeing
people’s reactions made me realise we were onto something.”

The song featured at The Academy’s Graduation Concert in
January 2024 with students from across Australia, NZ and
Nashville joining Owen on stage sporting Hawaiian shirts
borrowed from Academy General Manager Roger Corbett and
Dobe Newton of The Bushwackers.

Recorded across several locations, Upper Class Bogan features

Dobe Newton on spoons, Matt Scullion on vocals, Simon
Johnson on bass and production duties, Brad Bergen on guitar
and drums, and Gabi Louise on fiddle. Owen recorded his vocals
in Tamworth, while Matt and Dobe recorded from home. A
homegrown clip was also filmed in Tamworth, featuring a bunch
of Owen’s mates bringing the bogan energy to life. “l shot
the clip myself and got a bunch of random mates to be bogans
— everyone was putting in 100%. It was all shot in Tamworth and
we had a lot of fun through the process.”

Owen describes Upper Class Bogan as a breakout moment. “I
feel like this song is turning things up a notch. I've started
building a fanbase and community, and this just takes it further.
| believe it will resonate with a lot of Australians — | love being
able to reflect on our culture, and that’s a big part of what this
song is about.”

Editor’s note — The video clip shown at the Hats Off launch was
very funny, along with the antics and dress-ups. That Aussie
humour is sure to win more fans across the nation.




The ‘Upper Class Bogan’ launched at the OaS|s durlng Hats
Off! Well don% Owen & Matt! On the charts and rising!




Talented singer songwriter/artist Dan Sproule has been on
the songwriting trail lately attending several songwriting
retreats and workshops. These include Gympie’'s Song
muster, Nundle’s Dag retreat twice, Tamworth’s Hats Off
festival and a couple of workshops in a few short months.

Gympie Song Muster - June 30- July 4. Five days of fast
paced, high energy co-writes with various songwriters from
across the country. It's run by artists and mentors, with
groups of 4-8 in a co-write frenzy churning out two songs in
two hours and then re-grouping to share before starting



again. Three speed sessions in a day. Definitely good value
for the serious songwriter and you take home a few new
songs or half written songs from the experience.

The Dag Retreat, Nundle. After an application process —
send in your socials, an original recorded song and once
you're accepted, it's all up from there. A highlight is co-
writing with a mentor one on one. For the remainder of the
retreat you organise your own co-writes and perform your
songs, written that day, shared with everyone. There’s a few
regulars after 10 years who have formed firm friendships. It
may be a little cool during the wintery months but that
doesn’'t deter the participants. Some described the
experience as “magical”’. Writers’ block is also not an issue
as there’'s always plenty of ideas. The next Dag Spring
retreat applications open on August 22 for Nov 13-17.

Dan feels he’s grown as a songwriter from these numerous
experiences. ‘| don’t go in rigid (to the sessions),” he said. “I
go to them to see if | can take away something new and be
open to the experience; and allow things to unfold
organically. The goal is essentially to write the best possible
song. That’s a top priority.”

Networking among fellow songwriters and mentors is
another important aspect, & he’s impressed by the Aussie
talent. “The level of talent and musicianship is amazing,” he
said. “If you meet artists who are further along than you are,
it's beneficial as we’re all here to write and connect.”

Don’'t be surprised if you see Dan at the Songwriting
workshop in the Mountains next weekend!



2026 TSA Songwriter Salute

Awards

To be presented in Tamworth during the 2026 TCMF &
entries are NOW OPEN. Go to: https://tsaonline.com.au/

Here's a breakdown of the key aspects:

Entry: Songwriters submit their entries through the Song Central
portal.

Fees: TSA members pay $15 per song, while non-members pay $25.
Categories: The competition includes categories like Australian
Country, Lyrics Only, Local Heroes & Events, Youth, and New
Songwriter.

File Format: Entries typically require an MP3 file (128kbps is ideal)
and a PDF of the lyrics.

Contact: For any issues with the platform or entry process, contact
admin@songcentral.com.au.

TSA Membership: To join or renew TSA membership, visit the TSA
website.

NO Al songs (lyrics or melody) will be accepted. Please read the rules
before entering. Additional rule: By entering this competition the entrant

confirms that the submitted melody and lyrics are of their own (including co-
writers) human making, imagination and thought and therefore can claim
copyright to the entry and identify the human creators of the melody and
lyric. TSA recognises that Al and electronics maybe utilised in the production
of the submitted work. By entering this competition the entrant agrees that
TSA has the right to check or review entries at its discretion for Al used in
melody and lyric and should the entered song be deemed, at anytime,
during the judging process, or even post award, to include Al generated lyric

or melody the entered song will be ineligible for judging or disqualification.


https://tsaonline.com.au/
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=66c16178c2a2ca00&sxsrf=AE3TifPPenqLhPLAtDV_Ru5vjbk6TDei7Q%3A1754822011808&q=admin@songcentral.com.au&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiGtfa0hYCPAxVOZWwGHbA2ME4QxccNegQIFBAB&mstk=AUtExfAwqXhwMIO0sLGDEZpw4UGctbR-zjIZodqCGbjQGAGmOb1Qs4Xbw6q-npDzIfGdTdkluZWwyJYodkq8-zLK4cyxU1nKMWfRRnjDORZ4wuCtc4mwKWWfy3c0nLkU9Bxb5JBeKnv-CSESNWt5W86Ur5OQxo5WxwZjAP3ehjkcP0X80lU&csui=3
https://tsaonline.com.au/
https://tsaonline.com.au/

Expressions of Interest will soon be open in the near
future for TSA Song rounds at the 2026 Tamworth
Country Music Festival. Enquiries Trish Ricketts via email

- ricketts.patricia@agmail.com
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2026 Songmaker nominees

Please read their bios. More in the next
newsletter! In alphabetical order.

Drew McAlister
https://www.countryrocks.com.au/drewmcalister

Kasey Chambers
https://kaseychambers.com/biography/

Peter Simpson
https://amrap.org.au/artist/peter-simpson-1

Shaza Leigh

https://www.shazaleigh.com/Shaza/bio.html
Virginia Coad
https:/Iwww.petercoadandthecoadsisters.com/bioCOADSIS
TERS.htm

Email your vote to: tamsongwriters@gmail.com

Members only to vote, one per person by November 30, 2025


mailto:ricketts.patricia@gmail.com
https://www.countryrocks.com.au/drewmcalister
https://kaseychambers.com/biography/
https://amrap.org.au/artist/peter-simpson-1
https://www.shazaleigh.com/Shaza/bio.html
https://www.petercoadandthecoadsisters.com/bioCOADSISTERS.htm
https://www.petercoadandthecoadsisters.com/bioCOADSISTERS.htm
mailto:tamsongwriters@gmail.com

VALE Donnie Soper

If you followed the Poley's Place
talent quest in the '"1990s, you would be forgiven for thinking Donnie
and me were rivals, as we battled it out, taking turns in winning the
Pride of the Barrington. We were simply friends, inspiring each other
to do our best. We celebrated each other's wins, and the best year
was when one of us won the Pride and the other, the Overall. | really
don't remember which one we each won, but | remember the
campfire sing-alongs when we'd sing till late and celebrate our wins.
Years down the track, after we'd both recorded albums, whenever
we'd perform on the same show, there was still that feeling of
'Donnie's going to be great’, so | need to be at my best to measure
up and make sure the show is the best it can be.' At the end of the
show, Donnie would say with the biggest smile' Great show Mel' and
he'd fill the room with joy. That's what | will always remember - the
happiness he brought to everyone around him.

MELISSA BAJRIC



VALE Donnie Soper. A loving father, he is survived by his
family including partner Kristy Robertson and their children
and extended family members. Donnie was an enthusiastic
promoter of country music especially new talent; while also
supporting more seasoned local artists.

In 2014, he established a club show called Sunday Country
and supported venues across the region. He also performed
as an artist and karaoke DJ host under the banner of his
company DHS Entertainment.

Donnie’s sudden passing came as a shock to his family,
friends and the music community. He was well respected
and liked by all he worked with and will be greatly missed.
CAROLYNE MORRIS

EDITOR’S NOTE: Although I'd never met Donnie, the
touching tributes and outpour of love and support is evident
of his love of life, the country music fraternity and his family.
The Hunter Valley CMA did their rendition of " Fly Like A Bird"
last Thursday in honour of their country music friend, “a long
time member of the club, a friend to many”. Please email pics to
kelallgood28@gmail.com for the funeral. There’s a gofundme in support
of his loving partner Kristy and kids. Pls dig deep!


mailto:kelallgood28@gmail.com

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Nautical Songwriting workshop
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Explore & ‘Write a song
The historic Dolphin 1919
Brisbane
Friday November 28 — sea shanty singalong (tbc) FREE
Sat November 29, 2025 - 10am - follow a map & explore
sites of Brisbane — QMM, Botanical gardens, Newstead
House, Hamilton hall, Dolphin boat.

Lunch - (own expense)

1pm Write a song / performance
Cost: $25 TSA members $45 non members. Limited numbers
Budget shared accommodation options. Limited spots from $50 pp,
Saturday night. Ship Ahoy! Ayy ay captain!
Contact Brenda Lee Kelly 0405625962 for bookings



Membership News

TSA MEMBERSHIPS: If you are paying for your TSA membership
online and your name is different from your artist/professional
name, or you are paying on behalf of someone else, please email
Athol or call him 0267613428, to avoid confusion. This applies
mainly to Paypal payments as a note can’t be added.

https://www.capitalcountryradio.com/

Submit your new releases to Athol by simply attaching an mp3
copy of the your song in an email to 1953awl@gmail.com
Capital Country Radio program is prerecorded
Sunday’s and is aired upon Tuesday 9pm, Thursday 11am
and Saturday 6am
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SPONSORS

Many thanks to our generous sponsors for their support
during the 2025 Song comp.

HISSY
FITS

Athol Latham
Britton Morrison
Busy lzzy & Friends
Chris Davies
Garry Koehler
Hissy Fits cafe Tamworth
New England Engraving
PC Entertainment
Peter Coad
Song Central
Turrumurra Music




CONTACTS

Email :
tamsongwriters@agmail.com

Phone: 0448879894

Website :
https://tsaonline.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/tamworthsongwritersassocation
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